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LG/caw 
 

 
29 May 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I hope this communication finds you and your family well.  
 
I write to you today to share our revised plans for re-opening following the release of the government’s 
communication to all secondary schools: ‘Guidance for secondary school provision from 15 June 2020’ 
earlier this week.  
 
Firstly, we would like to thank all of you who completed our parent/carer & student intentions survey which 
closed at noon on Monday 25 May. The government shared their communication to secondary schools 
after this survey closed, six days before they had initially intended secondary schools to be permitted to 
re-open more widely.   
 
Within the government’s communication it set out a number of important updates: 

• The anticipated date of re-engagement at school for ‘face-to-face support’ for secondary students 
facing examinations next year (Year 10 students) has now been revised to Monday 15 June.  This 
means we are not permitted to have ‘non-eligible’ Year 10 students back in school until 15 
June and, as a consequence, the date we have previously communicated to you of Monday 8 
June has now changed to Monday 15 June. Please be aware that this is still ‘an anticipated date’ 
as set out in the government guidance, however, we are hopeful that we will be able to welcome 
our Year 10 students back at this point. Should any further amendments be issued we will, of 
course, contact you as soon as we are able to. 

• The government also provided guidance in respect of the number of students permitted on site at 
any one time and the use of rota systems. As a consequence of this, we are carefully considering 
the model of provision for Year 10 students who are not eligible for, or who do not wish to take up, 
full time provision. Your academy Principal will write to you during the course of next week, once 
we have had the opportunity to carefully consider the information provided alongside the indication 
of Year 10 numbers, to confirm the delivery model that will be in operation at the academy. 

• The government has confirmed that they ‘are asking secondary schools to offer this face-to-face 
support to supplement the remote education of Year 10 and Year 12 pupils, which should remain 
the predominant mode of education during this term for pupils in these year groups’. 

• The government has also confirmed that the in-school offer for Year 10 students is to run alongside 
the full-time provision for children of critical workers and vulnerable students in all year groups 
(including Year 10 and Year 12).  We are, therefore, proceeding as previously communicated in 
respect of our provision for students in our academies who meet the government’s eligibility criteria 
and we will be welcoming students back on Monday 1 June, or Wednesday 3 June depending 
on whether your child has previously accessed our ‘hub’ provision.  Colleagues at the academy will 
be in touch with you to confirm the date your child should return if you have indicated, through our 
parent/carer & student survey, that your child meets the eligibility criteria and you wish for them to 
engage in full-time provision.  

 
If you originally indicated within the parent/student survey that you did not wish for your child to take 
advantage of our ‘in school’ offer but you have subsequently changed your mind, please contact your 
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academy urgently using the info@ email address (see academy website) so that we are able to contact 
you to discuss your child returning.  
 
It remains of the upmost importance to us that we continue to do everything we can to reassure you, as 
far as is possible. As we hope you are aware, we have been meticulously planning for students’ return to 
school for a significant period of time.  We have previously shared with you that we have put in place a 
range of approaches and actions which can be seen as a hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, 
create an inherently safer environment, where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially 
reduced.  This includes: 

• minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that students or members of staff 
who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend 
school; 

• cleaning hands more often than usual - students and staff will be encouraged to regularly wash 
their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly, or 
use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered; 

• ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach; 
• cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products such as detergents and 

bleach; 
• minimising contact and mixing, as far as possible, by keeping students in small groups for face-to-

face support and keeping those groups as consistent as possible whilst in school (e.g. for arrival, 
lunchtime, breaks and departure) and altering the school environment (e.g. changing classroom 
layouts so desks are further apart or dividing groups into different classrooms). 

 
On each academy’s website you can now view The GORSE Academies Trust’s Covid-19 Policy  and 
the academy’s Positive Discipline Covid-19 Dispensation 1 June - 31 August Policy.  All 
parents/carers must read these documents ahead of their child returning to school; if your child attends, 
we will assume that you and your child agree to abide by the requirements of these policies.  A copy of 
the academy’s extensive Risk Assessment will be made available to view on the academy’s website in 
due course; you will be contacted by your academy’s Principal when this has been made available.  If you 
have any problems in viewing these documents please contact us.   
 
We would like to remind all parents/carers that students should not be on the school grounds unless 
for agreed contact time or attendance as detailed above. Furthermore we would like to re-emphasise 
the importance of reducing the risks of transmission outside of school, this includes refraining from 
socialising with each other in large groups and ensuring social distancing practices are observed when 
meeting other people.  
 
We are very much looking forward to being able to open our academies more widely and we hope that we 
will soon be able to welcome more students from other year groups back to school. Guidance issued by 
the government continues to evolve and we will need to continue to take account of this.   We will 
endeavour to update you with any information as soon as we are able to and, as always, please do get in 
touch with us if there is anything we can do to assist you.  
 
With very best wishes 

 

 
 
Mrs L Griffiths  
Executive Principal: 11-16 Education  


